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Figure 3: Contact cards left in every public building in an Arctic community. Back of the post card has been altered to
preserve personal information.
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who lives on the bottom of the ocean? .
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Coostal bays and fjords are
full of life,

Others are easy to spot.

Every part of this

marine food web is

important,
The tiniest food source is
maringe Snow.

A shower of nutrients
and plankton,

Norwhals and beluga are
too big to eat it

g But benthos can.
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Benthos are the animals Their hungry mouths cotch
that live on the bottom ! the falling marine snow,
of the oceon, \\ and they can grow to
wE be an important food
source for other animals
and people,
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Mapping the connections

Benthos can transform morine snow into
benefits for fisheries and local harvesters,

s :‘d'\W o Hobitat mops are one
S EHOS TErCRSTan way to make the story of
communities based on the

' §  benthos visibl
hobitat around them. _% SISO VRIS
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Their roles depend N\

on who they are! N

they can be food:

They con be used for
making management
decisions, to ensure
these areas can
continue to thrive,

provide shelter
for young fish;
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\ filter woter;

4 When we map the seafloor, we
can find areas where benthic
communities are living, This gives

and create us clues about the health
hobitat for of the ecosystem,
others to grow on, =
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wWhot benthos
live near you? @
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Figure 4. Who Lives on the Bottom of the Ocean? lllustration by Misha Donohoe, story by Myrah Graham as part of the
Arctic Science to Art contest, hosted by APECS Canada in 2023. Comic story translated into Baffin Inuktitut by WIN
Translation, depicting the process behind benthic habitat mapping, intended for a wide audience.
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