Appendix A. Information on the voting advice application, measurement, and operationalization

Table Al. Overview of VAA statements in De Stemtest and De Jongerenstemtest.

Ideologically
Statement Ieft“(:))';:ght Jongerenstemtest Stemtest
neutral (N)

The government should oblige banks to increase the interest rate on savings accounts. L Yes Yes
Religious leaders such as priests, imams, and rabbis should no longer be paid with tax money. N Yes No
The unemployed should automatically lose their benefits after a certain period. R Yes Yes
Company cars ('salary cars') should be taxed as much as other income. L Yes No
The mandatory closing day for shops should be abolished. R Yes No
There should be a smoking ban on café terraces. L Yes No
Those serving a life sentence should never be released early. R Yes Yes
The police should be allowed to use cameras with facial recognition. R Yes Yes
Drug users should mainly be helped rather than punished. L Yes No
The next government should decide to build a new nuclear power plant. R Yes Yes
Even after 2035, one should be able to buy a new gasoline or diesel car. R Yes Yes
You should pay more taxes on airline tickets for short distances. L Yes Yes
If you are driving, you should not have consumed any alcohol at all. N Yes No
Abortion should be allowed up to 18 weeks of pregnancy. L Yes Yes
The nuclear weapons stored in our country should be removed. L Yes No
You should be able to work without limits as a student job. R Yes No
The use of cannabis should be legally permitted. L Yes No
Changing gender should be prohibited for anyone under 18. R Yes No
From the age of 16, you should be able to vote in all elections. L Yes No
For every higher education program, there should be a mandatory orientation test to assess if you are suitable

. R Yes No
for the field.
Primary school students should receive free school meals. L Yes Yes
Teachers should never wear a headscarf in the classroom. R Yes No
Summer school holidays should be shorter, and other holidays longer. N Yes Yes
Parents of truants should temporarily lose their child benefit. R Yes No



The government should not recognize new mosques.

There should be more bus lines, even in areas with few passengers.

Instead of building social housing, the government should help people rent on the private market.
There should be a deposit on cans.

Free menstrual products should be available in secondary schools.

There should be a presenter with a disability on VRT.

Concert organizers should be able to increase ticket prices during sales if demand is high.

Social media companies should decide how to handle fake news on their platform.

Ukraine should become a member of the European Union.

The EU should ensure that more people can migrate to Europe safely.

The EU should recommend that all member states allow same-sex marriages.

People with significant wealth (a lot of money or assets) should pay more taxes.

Strikers should not block access to business parks.

To obtain Belgian nationality, one should pass an integration exam.

Every municipality should be required to host a certain number of asylum seekers.

Social security should be completely split and handed over to the regions.

Belgium should leave NATO.

Belgium should pay reparations to Congo for the injustices committed in the former Belgian colony.
Service vouchers should become more expensive.

Building in flood-prone areas should be prohibited.

Restrictions on nitrogen emissions should be relaxed.

Flemish government staff should be allowed to wear headscarves at the counter.

Those who do not speak Dutch cannot get social housing.

The Flemish government should give more money to small municipalities and less to large ones.
Voting should remain mandatory.

The VRT should stop broadcasting mass services on TV.

The European Union should allow member states to have larger budget deficits.

EU member states that do not respect democratic rules should receive less money from the EU.
The European Union should stop subsidizing intensive livestock farming.

The European Union should remain neutral in the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians.
It should become more expensive to import electric cars from China into the European Union.
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Note: Each VAA included 35 statements, of which 15 overlapped, and 20 were unique to each VAA version.



Figure Al. Overview of the differences between De Stemtest and De Jongerenstemtest
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Table A2. Policy proposal statements used in either De Stemtest or De Jongerenstemtest, whether
the direction of the items was formulated right-wing or left-wing, and whether these items are
about sociocultural or socioeconomic topics.

Policy proposal

VAA that included

Formulation: Right-

Socioeconomic or

statement or left-wing sociocultural
1. The restrictions on nitrogen emissions De Stemtest Right Sociocultural
should be relaxed.
2. Strikers should not be allowed to block De Stemtest Right Socioeconomic
access to industrial estates.
3. People with large assets should pay De Stemtest Left Socioeconomic
more taxes.
4. You must be able to work without De Jongerenstemtest Right Socioeconomic
restrictions as a student worker.
5. The EU must ensure that more people De Jongerenstemtest Left Sociocultural
can migrate to Europe safely.
6. The use of cannabis should be legally De Jongerenstemtest Left Sociocultural

permitted.




Table A3. The correct, incorrect, and don’t know values for each PPK item.

Statement - Party Correct Incorrect Don't know

PPK1 - CD&V Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don't know (3)
PPK1 — Groen Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK1 — N-VA Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK1 — Open VLD Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK1 - PVDA Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK1 — Vlaams Belang Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK1 — Vooruit Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK2 — CD&V Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK2 — Groen Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK2 — N-VA Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK2 — Open VLD Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK2 — PVDA Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK2 — Vlaams Belang Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK2 — Vooruit Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK3 — CD&V Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK3 — Groen Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK3 — N-VA Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK3 — Open VLD Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK3 — PVDA Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK3 — Vlaams Belang Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK3 — Vooruit Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK4 — CD&V Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK4 — Groen Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK4 — N-VA Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK4 — Open VLD Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK4 — PVDA Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK4 — Vlaams Belang Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK4 — Vooruit Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK5 — CD&V Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK5 — Groen Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK5 — N-VA Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK5 — Open VLD Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK5 — PVDA Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK5 — Vlaams Belang Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK5 — Vooruit Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK6 — CD&V Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK6 — Groen Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK6 — N-VA Disagree (1) Agree (2) Don’t know (3)
PPK6 — Open VLD Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
PPK6 — PVDA Agree (2) Disagree (1) Don’t know (3)
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PPK6 — Vooruit
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Table A4. Party extremity on the socioeconomic and sociocultural left-right axis

Party Socioeconomic dimension Sociocultural dimension
PVDA -5 -1,67
Groen -1,67 -3,67
Vooruit -1,67 -1
CD&V 1,67 1,67
Open VLD 3 -1
N-VA 3 3,67
Vlaams Belang 2,33 5

Note: The positions of the parties on the socioeconomic and sociocultural dimensions range from -5
(extreme left/progressive) to +5 (extreme right/conservative). These scores are based on data from
De Stemming, where political parties themselves placed their party on the left-right axis for each
dimension (Lefevere et al., 2025).
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Figure A2. Party and electorate positions on the socioeconomic and sociocultural left—right
dimensions. Based on the data of De Stemming 2025 (Lefevere et al., 2025).



