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Abstract
Immigration has been one of the most crucial global phenomena, changing the fabric of many societies, and a topic of
substantial research. Much of this research has focused on how the host society views immigrants and immigration, or on
the societal factors influencing the latter. The goal of this thematic issue is to present different studies focusing on various
aspects of immigration from a perspective that has not been often viewed under the magnifying glass so far, but which is
of major importance: looking at immigration from the immigrants’ point of view.
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Immigration has been one of themost crucial global phe-
nomena changing the fabric of many societies, and a
topic of substantial research. Much of this research has
focused on how the host society views immigrants and
immigration or on the societal factors influencing immi-
gration. The goal of this thematic issue is to present dif-
ferent studies focusing on various aspects of immigration
from a perspective that has not been often viewed under
the magnifying glass so far, but which is of major impor-
tance: looking at immigration from the immigrants’ point
of view.

Natives’ attitudes toward immigration have been
thoroughly analyzed in the literature using survey data.

A multitude of articles contributing to the study of cit-
izens’ attitudes and opinions about immigrants and im-
migration policies, including their determinants and con-
sequents, have been published based on survey data, for
example, from the European Social Survey (Heath et al.,
2019) or other international large-scale surveys. Indeed,
opposition of members of the host society to immigra-
tion, their perceptions of threat due to immigrants and
immigration, or preferences regarding immigration and
integration policies, are just some of the topics that have
been addressed from the perspective of the host soci-
ety members (Ceobanu & Escandell, 2010; Hainmueller
& Hopkins, 2014). However, and in spite of the consider-
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able number of qualitative, ethnography-based research
projects focusing on the point of view of immigrants,
we lack extensive survey-based work on immigrants’ ex-
perience of immigration and their opinions or attitudes
about immigration. Indeed, little is known about immi-
grants’ own experience of immigration, about how im-
migrant populations and communities evaluate the ar-
rival of other immigrants into the country, their politi-
cal interests, their health or well-being, or their contact
with natives. In reality, immigrants may possess multi-
ple identities: On the one hand, they are conceived of
as immigrants from the point of view of natives; on the
other hand, they are in the process of integrating into
the host society themselves, they may experience diffi-
culties associated with immigration, and may in turn be
threatened by new immigrants. This thematic issue in-
cludes studies that analyze, in a theory-driven way and
using survey data, such various aspects of immigrants’
experience in the host society, like political interest and
participation (Hochman & García-Albacete, 2019), at-
titudes toward other immigrants (Becker, 2019), well-
being (Sarrasin, Green, Potarca, Bolzman, & Kuhn, 2019),
perceived health (Maskileyson, Semyonov, & Davidov,
2019), contact with natives (Bohrer, Friehs, Schmidt, &
Weick, 2019), or adaptation and integration into the host
society (Rodríguez-Puertas & Ainz, 2019). These ques-
tions are focused on in these studies from a comparative
or longitudinal perspective.

The first article, by Hochman and García-Albacete
(2019), studies whether—and to what extent—youth
with and without an immigration background engage
with politics by looking at differences in political interest
among immigrants, their offspring, and natives. Indeed,
political interest is considered an important aspect of im-
migrants’ integration into the host society. The authors
focus on four European countries, England, Germany, the
Netherlands, and Sweden, using data from the CILS4EU
project (N= 11,747 respondents). Relying on social iden-
tity theory, they expect a link with national identification
and political interest. Their findings show that respon-
dents with an immigration background who also have a
strong national identification with their host country are
more likely to report political interest than natives. By
way of contrast, respondents with an immigration back-
ground, who have a low national identification, are less
likely to report political interest than natives. While na-
tional identification was of little importance for political
interest of young people in Sweden, it was significant
in Germany.

Becker (2019) investigates whether there are any
differences in attitudes toward immigration between
immigrants and natives. The author used pooled data
from the 2008–2016 rounds of the American General
Social Survey. The subsample included 7,362 respon-
dents, 2,811 of whomhad amigration background of the
first, second, or third generation. Relying on social dis-
tance and contact theory, the study demonstrated that
first-generation immigrants had, as expected, more fa-

vorable attitudes toward immigration compared to those
without a migration background. However, the attitudes
of second- and third-generation immigrants did not dif-
fer significantly from those of natives.

Sarrasin et al. (2019) combine two explanations for
the native–immigrant gap in well-being. The first sug-
gests that low parental well-being is transmitted to
their offspring, thus deteriorating offspring’s well-being.
The second suggests that immigrants suffer from a
higher economic pressure which is in turn transmitted
to their offspring and lowers offspring’s well-being. The
study employs data from the Swiss Household Panel
(N = 1,354) to examine the extent to which immigrant
background and economic pressures relate to well-being
of adolescents and young adults through the negative
affect experienced by their mothers and fathers. The
findings demonstrated that young people with foreign
roots were more likely to live in a household that ex-
perienced economic pressures, which, in turn, was re-
lated to impaired parental well-being which was then in
turn related to an impaired own well-being. An immigra-
tion background, economic pressures, and parental well-
being were all related to young people’s negative affect.

Maskileyson et al. (2019) examine whether the
“healthy immigrant effect” thesis observed in the
American context prevails also in theWest European con-
text. According to the healthy immigrant effect, immi-
grants are expected to be healthier than the native popu-
lation. This effect has been observed repeatedly in immi-
gration countries like the USA, Canada, or Australia. Four
countries were analyzed—Austria, France, Germany, and
the Netherlands—using the Gender and Generations
Survey (Austria N = 3,892, France N = 8,731, Germany
N = 8,052, and the Netherlands N = 7,219). Unlike pre-
vious findings, in these European countries, immigrants
reported worse health than natives, thus, not lending
support to the effect. The study tries to suggest sev-
eral explanations for the findings in the specific West
European context.

Bohrer et al. (2019) explore whether, and to what
extent, contact between native East and West Germans
and foreigners has changed in the last four decades, em-
ploying ALLBUS data collected between 1980 and 2016.
The authors evidence a large increase in contact over
these 36 years. Furthermore, the study also employs four
waves of the GESIS access panel data collected between
2015 and 2016 in Germany to test the contact theory and
examine whether and to what extent positive contact
with immigrants is linked with more positive attitudes
toward immigrants (or vice versa) among German re-
spondents. Although there was some evidence for such
a link in the data, the effects were much smaller than
in other previous cross-sectional studies, and they were
also mixed, depending on the method of analysis used.

Finally, Rodríguez-Puertas andAinz (2019) conduct in-
depth interviews with young Spanishmigrants and analy-
ze data obtained from these interviews and from dis-
cussion groups to understand the migration process and
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sociocultural integration of those migrants in their host
countries. They describe and explain changes in their per-
ceptions of both their home and host societies. We hope
that the thematic issue and the studies included in it fur-
ther contribute to a better understanding of immigrants’
experience in contemporary societies.
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