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Abstract

Migration, technology, law, and measurement are each among the most topical areas of enquiry in the global human traf-
ficking field, with much work remaining to be done in these and other areas. Beneath these particular intersections lies a
crucial truth—slavery is a global business that thrives on the callous exploitation of the labor activity of a vast and highly
vulnerable subclass of people whose brutalization is tacitly accepted by every participant in the global economy, from
corporations to consumers. | am deeply gratified to edit Social Inclusion’s second issue on human trafficking and modern
slavery. The level of scholarly interest in these topics continues to grow, and in this issue the authors explore some of the

most pressing manifestations of human trafficking around the world.
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| am deeply gratified to edit Social Inclusion’s second is-
sue on human trafficking and modern slavery. The level
of scholarly interest in these topics continues to grow,
and in this issue the authors explore some of the most
pressing manifestations of human trafficking around the
world. Articles by Ventrella (2017) and by Mandi¢ (2017)
explore the highly topical issue of the confluence of
smuggling and human trafficking in the context of dis-
tress migration from northern Africa and the Middle East
into the European Union. Migration will always remain
central to the contemporary human trafficking crisis, and
it is vital that we learn how traffickers prey on their vic-
tims in the context of mass migration events in order to
devise more effective preventions and protections. The
evolution of law on human trafficking is also a fertile
area of enquiry. Craig (2017) analyzes the UK’s Modern
Slavery Act of 2015, rightfully lauded as the gold stan-
dard in anti-slavery legislation at the time, but neverthe-
less falling short in several crucial areas. Measurement
also remains a central issue in the antislavery field, and
Rudolph and Schneider (2017) present new methods of
measuring human trafficking in an effort to address this
data gap in the field. Another pressing area of devel-

opment with human trafficking is the role technology
plays in facilitating many aspects of a traffickers’ busi-
ness. Backpage.com has been at the center of heated de-
bates in the United States on the liability, or lack thereof,
of a website that hosts third-party advertisements that
sell women and children for commercial sex. Swanson
(2017) explores the legal and practical vectors of this de-
bate incisively. Kaufka Walts (2017) explores a topic that
has received very little research attention—child labor
trafficking in the United States, filling yet another lacuna
in research. Finally, Bain (2017) comments on the role
that entrepreneurship can play in the fight against hu-
man trafficking.

Migration, technology, law, and measurement are
each among the most topical areas of enquiry in the
global human trafficking field, with much work remain-
ing to be done in these and other areas. Beneath these
particular intersections lies a crucial truth—slavery is a
global business that thrives on the callous exploitation
of the labor activity of a vast and highly vulnerable sub-
class of people whose brutalization is tacitly accepted
by every participant in the global economy, from corpo-
rations to consumers. The relationship between slavery
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and global supply chains requires significant scholarly at-
tention. Slavery touches our lives every day, whether we
know it or not, be it from the food we eat, the clothes we
wear, or the technology devices that make our modern
lives possible. | call upon all researchers, activists, and
scholars to continue devoting their energies to deepen-
ing our understanding of how and why slavery persists in
the world, what are the forces underpinning slavery that
may be vulnerable to disruption, and what each of us can
do to promote efforts to combat this crime. Slavery is an
ignoble and archaic stain on humanity born during a time
when it was universally accepted that a substantial seg-
ment of humanity could be treated as property. While
no right-minded person continues to believe that any hu-
man being should be treated like chattel, the underbelly
of our global economic order thrives on shadow labor
markets which, in many cases, amount to treating people
as property, or worse. Worse, because human life has in
many ways lost a considerable amount of value across
the centuries, given the immense population of ever-
vulnerable and deeply impoverished people who can be
transported quickly and inexpensively around the world
for the purpose of slave-like exploitation. Minimal trans-
port time and costs mean a person can be exploited for
just a few months and still generate substantial profits for
his or her exploiter, be discarded, and replaced relatively
easily. This shift in the speed and inexpensiveness of slav-
ery has had profound consequences on the profitability
and pervasiveness of the system and led to its increas-
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ing permeation across the global economy. Chief among
many imperatives regarding slavery must be a deeper un-
derstanding of the economic functioning of slavery, and
how our global economic order can be cleansed of this
ignoble offense.
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